
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
First Meeting of the HELCOM – Baltic Earth Network on 
Climate Change 
Online Meeting 28 January 2019 

EN CLIME  
1-2019 

 

 

 Page 1 of 4  
 

Document title Climate Change Fact Sheet 
Code 3-2 
Category CMNT 
Agenda Item 3- Example structure of the fact sheet 
Submission date 28.1.2019 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference   

 

Background 
The climate change fact sheet is intended to contain a consensus view by the regions climate experts on 
parameters, both biotic and abiotic, identified as of relevance to the policy process. The fact sheet will strive 
to be a concise and easily accessible resource supplying a clear pathway from science to regulators and 
policymakers. The fact sheet will contain information, using agreed language (in line with IPCC), on what has 
happened and what can be expected to happen for the relevant parameters. 

This document contains the first draft for the structure of the intended Climate Change Fact Sheet. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is requested to: 

- Take note and comment the first draft of the structure for Climate Change Fact Sheet 
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Climate Change Fact Sheet 
The climate change fact sheet is intended to contain a consensus view by the regions climate experts on 
parameters, both biotic and abiotic, identified as of relevance to the policy process. The fact sheet will strive 
to be a concise and easily accessible resource supplying a clear pathway from science to regulators and 
policymakers. The fact sheet will contain information, using agreed language (in line with IPCC), on what has 
happened and what can be expected to happen for the relevant parameters. 

Compiling the fact sheet is to be a science driven exercise, relying exclusively on, and synthesising, already 
existing detailed, peer reviewed information from leading marine and climate scientists. The information is 
to be condensed to key messages, present visually, in an accessible and stable way across years, including 
information on trends where available. Information to support the statements in the factsheet will be 
available as separate publications, clearly referenced and the fact sheet itself fully-citable. 

Proposed structure (first draft, open for comments and input) 

Topic Process 
What is already 
happening? 

What is expected to 
happen? Knowledge 

gaps 
Level of confidence:  Level of confidence: 

E.g. Changes in 
salinity 

 
Affiliation of expert 

Why is it 
happening? Very 
shortly explain the 
process causing 
the effect. 

What is happening? 
Provide information 
on already identified 
effects 
 
What are the direct 
consequences? 
Examples of effects 
can we already see, 
if available. 
 
Optional: 
What can be done 
about it? Especially 
focusing on 
avoidance, 
alleviation, 
adjustment and 
adaptation. 
What is already 
being done about it? 
How does it affect 
measures taken to 
reduce pressures on 
the Baltic Sea? 
 

What is expected to 
happen in the 
future? Present 
expected changes 
quantitatively e.g. 
through ranges 
whenever possible.  
 
Optional: 
What can be done 
about it? Especially 
focusing on 
avoidance, 
alleviation, 
adjustment and 
adaptation. 
What is already being 
done about it? 
How does it affect 
measures taken to 
reduce pressures on 
the Baltic Sea? 
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Illustrative examples of key messages based on UK climate change report card (primary parameters): 

Topic What is already happening? What is expected to happen? 
Level of confidence: high Level of confidence: medium 

Sea level rise  
 

NOC; MOHC 

• Global sea level has risen 
at a mean rate of 1.8mm 
per year since 1955. From 
1992 onwards a higher 
mean rate of 3mm per 
year has been observed. 

• Sea-level rise measured 
over the UK is consistent 
with the observed global 
mean 

• Projections of change in 
the UK suggest a rise of 
between 12 and 76cm by 
2095, compared to a 
1980-1999 baseline. This 
approximately equates to 
rates of between 1.2 and 
7.6 mm per year 
respectively. 

• Considering projected land 
movements, a greater rise 
in southern regions of the 
UK is likely relative to the 
north. 

Salinity 
 

Marine Scotland; Cefas; IMGL; 
NOC; PML; SAMS 

Level of confidence: medium Level of confidence: low 
• The shelf sea and oceanic 

surface waters to the 
north and west of the UK 
have become relatively 
more saline since the 
1970s. 
There are no clear trends 
in the shelf sea waters of 
the Irish Sea, southern 
North Sea and western 
Scotland. 

• Salinity of the deep waters 
of the North Atlantic 
decreased between 1960-
2000 but has been stable 
for the last decade. 

• The salinity of shelf seas 
and oceanic surface 
waters may decrease 
slightly, though there are 
considerable uncertainties 
due to the influence of 
climate-driven changes in 
precipitation, evaporation, 
ocean circulation and ice-
melt. 

Storms and waves 
 

ERI; NOC 

Level of confidence: high Level of confidence: medium 
• Natural variability in wave 

climate is large and the 
role of anthropogenic 
influence is unclear. 

• Increases in monthly mean 
and maximum wave 
height in the north-
eastern Atlantic occurred 
between 1960 and 1990; 
however, this rise in wave 
height may be part of 
long-term natural 
variability. There has been 
no clear pattern since 
1990. 

• There is no consensus on 
the future storm and wave 
climate for north-western 
Europe, since projected 
future storm track 
behaviour varies among 
atmospheric models. 

• Predictions of storm 
behaviour used by the 
UKCP09 wave model show 
storm tracks moving 
south, resulting in lower 
wave heights to the north 
of the UK and slightly 
larger wave heights in 
some southern regions, 
especially the south-west. 
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